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accumulate. I suspect that they breed. .And
yet most of them never fit anything. None
ever fits one's locker.

Each year, having vowed my vow of physi-
cal regimen, I say to myself, “I will run up to
the locker room and inspect my things."

After a fitting period of procrastination I
achieve this end. Trying each key in turm, 1
get no answering click from the lock. 1 then
summon Tom, the locker steward.

“Tom,” 1 say, with a surprised look, “1 seem
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only to find that

{nspect Lelcester Cathedral,
there was no eathedral in Le
had been. Sometimes 1 so lose
flection that I take an actual header .fre.\m our
hypothetieal bicycle It ix all so boring.
Plainly something must be done
Mr. Walter Camp made a ge
right direction with his famous Dally l'urnln
In an erudite preamble he describes how easily
a setter dog reaches for a bone without moving
his feet. Though [ have not the faintest desite
to be like & setter dog, the idea fascinated me.

cester, nor ever
myself in re-

ture in the
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avstem, sugar-coated with jazz melodles, he

:!:1.mp.-1 that he was on the right track But

he did not go far enough

The idea, in its full development, filtered
ratn or last spring when |1 was

nth mile on a rowing machine
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heen this: For the first four miles 1 ans
t 1 am the Yale crew. This makes it unnec
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our desarvedly popular danecing ren-
and what, T ask you, could he mﬂT‘.
mixed than our bathing? And yet when it
come to other beneficial exercises the sexes
are sogregated as strictly as they are in &

thing in

dezvous,

Quaker meeting house.
A man's gymnasiam 3 &

which no wi

recret Tastness
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man may approach. A womans
[ once spent a hideous hour

is even more so .
in the steam room of a Turkish bath while »
Levy of damsels sported in the pool through
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And, then, look at all the house orgsns!
x % rording s last census report them
VEN now as I write the Philharmonic T According to t el P "™
- ) S were over 200,000 bovs in this country
Society is celebrating its eightieth : v ega student outd
¥ '  fullv L play harmonicas, Every college studen
birthday. It is almost as old and fully

as harmonious as Chauncey Depew.
For some time I have been hoping and ex
pecting to put our music on a proper national

People come up to me constantly and
in America

basis. .
complain that we have no music
st all. 1 met a lady in Topeka, Kan., and she
said she had to come to New York once a year
and go to the opera just to get tuned up, and
even at that the tuning didn't last more :17.-..*.
six weeks. Only the other day a musical
friend of mine said he thought there ought
to be self-determination for all musical instru-
ments. There is a natural temptation, of
course, to go from that point and talk ﬁim.'l'.
harmonious adjustments and fewer discords.
One might also say that sll of cur musical
notes are overdue, But the whole affair Z:fv
deeper than that. It is not to be too lightly
treated. Here we are, with a lot of pnfer_t!,v
good musical critics on our hands and nothing
being done about it. How are we going to
support them in the style to which they have
been hitherto unaccustomed—for that is & con-
dition that everybody, no matter what his walk
in life, is now looking forward to—if there is
no real music lying around loose for us to
brag sbout? We brag about much
everything else; why not about music?

atty
pretty

Charles Lamb sud I at one time were much
alike in respect. Naturally he never
learned to write as well as 1 can, for at the
time he lived there was nobody around like
Arnold Bennett or Harold Bell Wright to teach
Bim how. But he confessed that he didn't
like music, and 1 once felt the same way about
it until I got going to the opera. |1 didn't
want {0 go to the opera, but the ice cream
and coffes between the acts were 50 good that
I began to enjoy it.

Also, there is plenty of mausic In this coun-
try. When I say music I am not ppen’uinn.; of
philharmonic music or opera music, but J'-njt
musie. No matter where you go somebody is
playing on something, And in every pin-‘r.!
know of they have musical eveninga. There is
always once in your life when, no matter what
you do or how discreetly you may conduct
yourself beforehand or what precautions you
may take, you simply have to go to & musical
evening. It was at one of these evenings—the
only one in my life that I didn't manage to get
out of going to—-that 1 got my first start about

’ our national musie, got to thinking about it
1 4 : desper=tely and passionately, got to feeling
1 that unless we had & national music very soon
pow things would even be worse than they are,
assuming that such a thing is possible.

There were & lot of musical people there. In
fact, everybody there was musical. 1 was the
> only one who wasn't. Before I got there | was

' willing to admit this. 1 said to myself: “I'l
just own up to it. I probably look guilty, any-
way. 11 tell 'em that I'm one of those rare

N products of nature that admits he can’t sing

one
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or sven run up and down an

Hlustration

by ELLISON HOOVER

It seemed to me best on the

aria or yodel snything worth
yodeling, And they'll love me
for it. They'll admire my enor-
mous courage.”

But when I faced the crowd I
began to weaken—by leaps and
bounds. With superb intuition
I saw that T could get away with

simply nothing in that crowd.
I'd got to do some fast lying. By
and by a large, almost perfectly
pink, lady backed me up to an

alcove. She was on ths out-
gide and I couldn't have escaped
if I had wanted to. And I had

to act as if 1 didn't want to.

“Our music,” she said, “has
got to be put on & national
basis." "

“That's what I have been say-
ing right along,” I exclaimed,
my voice ringing with excite-
ment., “It can’t be too soon to
suit me."

She mansged to close up &
little bit on the sofs, allowing
me graciously about eight inches
space in which to sit beside her.
It took no deep caleulation on
my part to see that she was a
wonderful woman—and at the
very height of her strength.
She had blond hair and blue eyes
and 1 should say tipped the
scale at about 310. She was a

Nordie, if you get what I mean.
Gertrude Atherton says the Nor-
dics are the dominant type, and
1 believe her. This lady might
have been the wife of a Norse chief, and,
no matter how big and strong he might be,
it wouldn't have made any difference to her,

“You know about our committee?” she in-
quired, her soft blue eyes enveloping me com-
pletely. If she had been an astronomical body
and I had been doing some eclipsing—well, 1
might be a dark spot, but that would be
about all.

“Oh, yes, yes, yes,"” | said; “fine committee.
I look for great things from such & committee.
What ought to be done,” 1 went on feverishly,
“is to have music everywhers—| mean every
village, every hamlet, every borough; that is,
every pluce where there are people, should be
a center of music.”

She was beginning to bresthe hard. Some-
how I got by intuition the thought that the
word music wasn't quite right, and so I conan-
doyled:

“0Of course, by music, 1 mean—well, | mean
what you mean—harmony. I mean Beethoven,

lie ought to be everywhere. If this great coun-
try,” 1 continued, with a wild gleam in my
right eye, “only knew more about Beethoven;
and then there's Liszt and Hande! and, and
Bach—he was a grand bird—1I don't mean bird.”

I began to chortle humorously.

“You know,” 1 went on, “I was thinking of
those wonderful Wagnerian forest scenes, with
all the warblera. We don't have such scenes
now. lsn't it terrible?”

I tock her hand in mine.

“Isn't it terrible!" I asserted, with all my
psychic power, “that there is so little musie
between us—I mean among us—! mean with
us. But your committes! Ah, they are bound
to pull us out of this slough of—of indifer-
ence,”

“You feel that, do you?" she asked, gently
squeezing my hand back, completely wrecking
my golf for st least twe weeks. “You really
feel that? Ok, I am sure you dol”

gpur of the unhappy moment to
convey the impression of opulence.
| had once bought two shares of
Steel common at 83, having

r==_i
|
| saved up for this great adven-

|
| ture over & series of months,
|

| and afterward 1 was forced to

] : sell them at 72,

! “I dabble in many things," I
replied nonchalantly, “Prinei-
pally Steel.”

“Ah!” ghe smiled. “So I
thought. You big business men

are so much alike, Outwardly
vou seem so severe and practi-
cal, so materialistic. But in-
wardly''—

She pressed in a couple of ribs.

“You are all idealists. Have
you contributéd to this wonder-
ful new movement?”

“Oh, yes," I responded, rub-
bing my good hand against the
ather. “l told my sceretary to
send fifty thousand; you see the
business is perfectly ter-
rible; otherwise''—

steol

I got up suddenly and by a
deft twist skidded toward the
opening.

“And now,” 1 whispered, *I
must leave you. But we shall
meel again, never fear.” and 1
made a rapid getaway.

“I do, I do,

ence.

We see it everywhere—indiffer-
Indifference to our leadership, indiffer.
ence to our literature, indifference to our na-
tional honor, Look at Gompers,” 1 continued,
“What does he care?”

“He plays, does he?"” she whispered.

“Somewhat,” 1 replied severely. *“Although
his not having studied in Eurcpe prevents his
having any particular standing here.”

“Naturally.,” She began to move closer,
until I fesred for my intercostal. She turned
her lamps on me once more,

“How does it happen,” she asked, “that one
who is 80 passionately addicted to real musie,
who, 't is so evident to me, iz Alled with the
wonderful Symphony in D minor and who
knows Bach as | can feel you must, how does
it happen, sir, that you are not a member of
our committee?"

1 spoke quickly and with much feeling.

“Ah! my interests!”

“May 1 ask what your business is1"

“lan’t it terrible that there is so little music between us—I mean among us—I mean with us!”’

! we do meet it won't be my
fault. One thing is certain, I
can sce her coming long before
she seecs me,

And she's a loevely woman, too, She has the
n} interesta of this country at heart.

And #o have 1. Just because it seemed best
ndeed necessary-—for me to act as I did

L evening is no reason why 1 don't love

musi> and don't want it put right in the
and tympanums of our good people.
Weo must do it.
The first thing is to gather all the facts
and look them steadily in the face.
No matter what kind of facts they are if you
em hard enough they will begin to lie
down and roll over. I know it. ['ve seen 'em
do it too often. No fact can stand up against
the human eye. And what are the facts about
our musical eitustion?

Practically svery village and hamlet and
borough in thiz country has a band. Prae-
tieally every movie house in this country has
a piano. We must face these piancs, no mat-
ter how much pain it causes, and find out
where we stand with them.

logether

lock

twenty plays the mandolin,

yOou may receive I

At any momes
} hat & ¢ ':Ofl‘ 'fﬂl'“
is going to perform in ¥ town, and you vl
have Lo put them up overnight, What s
you going to do about this, with only s geoenl
' s in by the day s

housework girl who coms
charges $3.60 at that?

Take our church choirs, 1 know many o
them personally. Many of them are golf oy
ers. I have heard some of them sing=asee
How are we going to trest them? Am W
without regard for our commos logor, ot
standing among nations,
all out of employmen : g
qever heard of the Symphony in D miser:
Never! And on Su morning, too, when
every links at present is s0 crowded that Yoo
have to wait sometimes nearly an hour before
you can drive oft?

What are we going to do with all eur elrets
calllopes? Are we going to confine them
alecholie stills?

This whole problem is very mikh more sert
ous than any one knows about. We don's resk
ize it. il

Although my solution may seem
in my opinion it is the only democratic way
out. 1 have studied this question long
deeply for the last four days, and I know 8
great deal more sbout it, even than 3B
Hughes or Mr, Borsh, I mean nulhlns_ againit
these gentlemen. On the contrary, 1 like thes
both.

I like Borah better than Hughes, becasi
when I tried to go to Europe Borah
no objection. He said frankly that he dids}
care. Hughes acted differently. He
very strangely, He insisted that, before }
went, | was to pay up my income ta%
also furnish him with a certificate l»l.l
where 1 was born. How could I tell that?
admit that I was present when it happentd
but 1 have long since forgotten all the
The only thing I am sure of was that 1wvi
musieal,

And 1 have been that way ever since. ™
is why | say now that in order t0
country where it belongs musically we 3
do just one thing. Every librarian
this about books. Every libnrill;k:‘:; A
give the people all the books o
they want to read, they will ‘MWS

by

out better and better ones, until they
acquire good taste in literature.

And that is what we must do ﬂ?
We must give every inhabitart of the - )
States all the musical instruments there el |
placo them within his reach—and let him il
on playing on them until ho learns "**u"
the democratic way. "

Then—eventually, if not now—we
have harmony. And until that time
we shall have to get along. We won
worse off than they are in Europe, 8oy



